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Dear Friends, 

 Easter is later this year, so Lent will not start until March 6th.  

I am fascinated how the generations who rarely attend church are rein-

venting some of the practices of faith. So it may not be ‘giving up some-

thing for Lent’ but some of us may have given up meat for a month and 

called it ‘Veganuary’ or stopped shaving, called it ‘Movember’ and collected 

money for a good cause. Personally I liked Febudairy, where you ate as 

much cheese and milk as you could for a month to stimulate the British 

farming industry.  

 The later start for Easter does give a little longer to think what 

change you would like to see in yourself and in the world and set yourself 

a challenge between now and Easter to see if you can be a little of the 

change you would like to see. 

 Do you wish people were kinder and more compassionate? Why not go 

out of your way to do someone a kindness every day? 

 Do you wish people looked after the environment better? Well, why 

not try to pick up a piece of litter and dispose of it properly everyday? 

Or take one less car journey? Or pay a little more for a greener choice in 

your shopping? 

 Just ‘giving something up’ is a good training in self-discipline which so 

many of us need, but the veganuaries and movembers movements show us 

how much easier it is when you link it with the hope for a better world 

and you have the help and support of your friends. 

 Lent is six weeks to prepare to remember three days that Christians 

believed changed everything humanity thought it knew about God and 

about itself. How are you going to prepare to recognise that change? 

 We wish you every blessing in whatever you decide to do this Lent. 

 

Andrew and Rhiannon 



Snowdrop Tea 

St Ishmael’s Church 

Monk Haven 

 

 

2.00 till  

3.30 pm 

March 

10th 

Cream 

Teas 

Cakes  

Raffle 

 

In aid of Church Interior Refurbishment 

HELP FOR REFUGEES 

Thanks to everyone across the 

Peninsula who contributed to 

our collec5on of items in Dale 

Church. These will be sent to 

Calais and Dunkirk to help refu-

gees in desperate need. We 

have packed up nearly 70 items, 

all of them of good quality which 

will be used by someone with 

very li=le. Lots of jackets, sleep-

ing bags, tents, boots, thermals 

and blankets. Everything has 

been packed up and will soon be 

en route to northern France. 

Thank you.      

Clerical Musings by Mikki Wozavik 
 

What children say….Letters to God from some primary school children. 
“Dear God, please send me a pony. I never asked for anything before….you can look it up if 
you like” 
“Dear God, O.K. I kept my half of the deal. Where’s the bike?  Love Bert” 
“Dear God, are boys better than gurls? I kno you are wun but try to be fair.” Sylvie 
“Dear God. Do plastic flowers make you mad? I would, if I had made the real ones. Love 
Lucy” 
“Dear God, I lyk syans fikshun realy..but your book has real zip in it. You had some very gud 
ideas and I wud lyk to kno wear you found them. Love, your reeder, Jimmy” 
 
One of my children, when very small, always thought that the last line of ‘Away in the Man-
ger’ (“and fit us for heaven to live with thee there”) was, in reality… “ and fritters for ever and 
I’ll have my share” 
 
CHRISTIAN DICTIONARY 
 

ANGLICANS.  Beyond description. 
ARCHDEACON. The crook at the head of the bishop’s staff. 
ANTHEMS.  Lyrically brief…musically endless.  
‘AND FINALLY’  Usually heard halfway through a sermon 

Submitted by Mike Cottam 



 

Easter is when? 

 There seem to be more and more calls to fix the date for Easter. Wouldn’t it be 
easier if we knew it was always going to be a certain date (like Christmas is always 
25

th
 December) or a certain weekend (like August Bank holiday is usually the Mon-

day of the last weekend of August). There is a strong case that it would make plan-
ning easier for schools and businesses, particularly tourism. 

 But to do so would be a strong break with the past, so this explains a little of how 
Easter is calculated and what it symbolises.  

 Easter remembers Jesus’ resurrection. He rose from the dead on a Sunday 
morning according to the Gospel account. That is why Christians keep Sunday as 
their day of rest and worship rather that Saturday, the Jewish sabbath. So Easter 
should be a Sunday. 

 It was the Sunday following the Crucifixion which the Gospel accounts say was 
around the time of Passover which is celebrated on 14

th
 day of the Jewish month of 

Nisan. So Easter should be the Sunday following the Friday following 14
th
 Nisan. 

 The Jewish calendar is lunar, which means the months are the cycles of the 
moon (much easier to calculate than solar months in a pre-modern society). The 
14

th
 of the month is the night of the full moon. So Easter should be the Sunday 

following the Friday following the full moon in the month of Nisan. 

 Here’s where is gets complicated (and there is room for some debate and 
doubt). The lunar year is not the same as the solar year on which our modern calen-
dars are based and will drift apart from the solar calendar over time unless extra 
days and months are added as needed. Nisan should be the Spring month. In the 
solar calendar Spring is calculated by the Vernal (or Spring) Equinox (12 hours light, 
12 hours dark) which falls on 21

st
 or 22

nd
 March. So Easter should be the first Sun-

day after the first Friday after the full moon after the Vernal Equinox. 

 Simple! So now you can calculate the date of Easter this year. 

 By the way it is April 21
st
 2019. 

DROP IN FOR LUNCH! 

St James Altar Guild invite you to drop in for lunch at 
the Coronation Hall, Dale. 

We are serving tasty homemade soup and bread 
every Tuesday during Lent between 12 and 2.00 pm.  

Everyone welcome, the first one is on March 12
th

. 

 Donations to charity. 



MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

CHANGE OF DATE  The talk on 12th March has had to be rescheduled and will now 
take place on 26th March in Marloes Village Hall. John Rowe will be discussing the im-
portance of meditation in all its many different forms. 

Peninsula Papers / Papurau Penrhyn 

Welcome to the March issue of Peninsula Papers or Papurau Penrhyn. During 
the last eighteen months the printing machine on which PP is printed has become 
most unreliable and the cost of keeping it going has eaten significantly into our 
‘replacement fund’ to such an extent that the future of PP was in doubt. What to 
do?  

When the Pembrokeshire County Council announced its Enhancing Pembroke-
shire Grant Scheme early in 2018 we went to the launch and were encouraged to 
make an application for funds to purchase a new machine. This sounds very 
simple but it took us eight months of arduous work to prepare our application to 
comply with the PCC’s stringent criteria set out for these grants. This included 
seeking and obtaining support from four separate Community Councils. Our 
application was submitted in December ready for the February Board Meeting. 
During January we thought our hope were dashed when a series of questions 
and snags arose during the preliminaries but thankfully these were all satisfactori-
ly resolved and we have received a grant.  

We will have a new printer on order very soon and we hope it will be installed and 
ready for the April edition. Very many thanks to all those who have been involved 
in this project in whatever role. With your help PP’s future has been secured. 

PP Management Committee 

ST. BRIDES & MARLOES SUMMER FETE – THURSDAY 1st AUGUST 2019 

The summer fete is our largest annual fundraising activity. Without it, we would 
be unlikely to generate even half the money required each year to keep Marloes 
and St Brides churches open and functioning. Many of you will be very familiar 
with the fete, it’s always a well attended event (thank you all!) and brings our 
community together, but it demands a lot of organising and advance planning.  

So.......might you be interested in playing a more significant role in our fete this 
August? We need someone to take on the organising and running of our ‘Fancy 
Stall’, which is the 3rd largest stall in terms of money raised. There will be others 
to help you run the stall on the day, but a coordinator is needed to build up the 
goods to be sold and generally take responsibility for the stall from now through 
to August. If you can help – with no obligation for any future years moving for-
ward – then please get in touch with Hilary 636 741. Big big thanks in anticipa-
tion!! 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Marloes and St Brides  Marloes and St Brides  Marloes and St Brides  Marloes and St Brides      
Items under consideration at the February 
2019 meeting included the following:- 
Planning Matters -  
NP/18/0666/FUL – Ty Gwyn – Section 73A, 
Sub division of host dwelling.  Council re-
ceived an amended site plan which advised a 
change to the boundary.  Letter to be sent 
asking why the residential caravan is not 
indicated on the site plan.   
NP/18/0706/FUL – Goose Cottage, Marloes 
– Noted that planning consent has been 
issued for the addition of dormer, single 
storey rear extension and terrace above.  
Applicant has to inform National Park in 
advance of details of external illumination, 
including measures to control light spillage. 
NP/18/0754/FUL – Puffin Cottage, Marloes – 
Erection of double garage with workshop to 
rear.  Letter had been sent prior to this 
meeting as no extension of time was permit-
ted by National Park. 
It was noted that the proposed double 
garage is no larger than double garages which 
have already been built along this road in 
house plots which are of a similar size.  The 
roof ridge height of this proposed garage is, 
however, considerably higher than the roof 
ridge heights of existing garages in this part 
of the village. National Park to be asked to 
very carefully consider any criticisms or 
objections which may be raised by neigh-
bours with regard to the height of this pro-
posed development. 
NP/18/0749/FUL – Proposed Agricultural 
Building – Grain Store at Philbeach Farm, 
Marloes.  Cllr. Jessop took the chair for this 
item as Cllr. Smithies declared an interest.  
The Council noted that the design is of a 
standard agricultural building.  The proposed 
building would be built within the curtilage of 
the farm.  No other observation was made.   
Highway Matters – Cllr. Owens had 
forwarded complaints about the pot holes in 
the Glebe Lane (since filled), also the 

dropped drain by the Lobster Pot.  Surface 
water problems and pot holes in the St. 
Brides and Bushford areas were reported to 
Cllr. Owens.  Mr. Alan Hunt, PCC Disability 
Access officer has contacted National Park 
about the two spaces to be designated at St. 
Brides.   
Vandalism – The Council was very con-
cerned to hear that the telephone box and 
nearby post box at St. Brides, and also the 
post box at the Mullock junction had been 
badly damaged on two separate occasions at 
the end of January.  The police were advised.  
Considerable force had been used to wrench 
the fronts off the post boxes and many panes 
of glass broken in the kiosk.  Royal Mail has 
replaced the two post boxes and glass panes 
replaced in the Kiosk.  The new phone unit 
was also damaged, and this has been report-
ed.  Anyone who has information concerning 
this damage should contact the police via the 
101 service.   
Noticeboards – The Council was pleased 
to hear from Mark Burton on behalf of the 
Hall Committee that the application to the 
Enhancing Pembrokeshire Fund had been 
successful and £866.56 awarded, with a 
further sum of £266.44 to be found locally. 
National Trust – A recent press release 
has advised that “Marloes Sands will be the 
focus of a new National Trust project over 
the next two years to improve the on-site 
visitor experience as the coastal hotspot in 
Pembrokeshire continues to grow in popu-
larity.  The conservation charity has secured 
a £120,000 grant towards the project 
through the Welsh Government’s Tourism 
Amenity Investment Support scheme.”  The 
Community Council had been consulted, and 
will be involved with the process over the 
next two years.     
Dog Fouling -  Claire Pepperal, Run-
wayskiln Cafe advised the Council of the on-
going problems of dog litter on the adjacent 
Lane.  County Council staff had visited the 
area, but will not approve the siting of a dog 



litter bin near the buildings.  Cllr. Smithies 
advised that the Council is very aware of 
these problems, which also affect other 
areas of the Community.  The Clerk has 
asked for signs to put on the normal Coun-
ty Council litter bins that dog litter can also 
be deposited in them.  Agreed to talk to the 
National Park and Trust Wardens to see 
what other deterrent action can be taken. 
Rural Wisdom Project – Apologies had 
been sent from the Council and Clerk for 
not being free to attend the meeting in Dale 
that evening.  Clerk to speak to Rachel 
Evans, the local project worker to see if a 
further meeting can be arranged for this 
community.  Please see the advert else-
where in the newsletter.   
Clock Tower Matters 
Painting Contract – The payment of £1,776 
to Mr. D. J. J. Howells Ltd was approved in 
respect of the invoice for re-painting and 
repairs on the Clock Tower. VAT of £296 
will be reclaimed by the Council.   
NFU Insurance – The payment of up to 
£195.78p to the NFU for the insurance of 
the Clock Tower building and the mecha-
nism was approved.  The Chairman will 
seek to negotiate a lower premium if possi-
ble.   
The Clerk was authorised to request that 
Lloyds Bank close the two Clock Tower 
accounts and then make out the cheques to 
pay the above invoices from the main Com-
munity Council account.   
Night Silencing, Summer 2019 -The 
Council considered a letter from Kirk 
Trimby requesting that the silencing period 
is extended to April 1st to October 31st this 
year as they had received complaints from 
guests last year.  The Chairman and other 
Council members highlighted the action 
that had been taken from 2007 onwards, 
and that the silencing period (with only one 
exception) had been 15th May to the 15th 
September from midnight to 5pm inclusive.  

Stress was placed on the strong feeling 
generated from the local community in 
2007 that the chimes should strike as often 
as possible.  Cllr. Smithies indicated that a 
compromise had been reached then, and 
trusted that a further compromise can be 
reached now.  Questions and statements 
from the owners of the Clock House were 
answered and received. Council members 
accepted that this was an important local 
business which employed local residents, 
sold locally produced craft ware, and sup-
ported local fund-raising. After discussion, it 
was resolved that for this year 2019, the 
Night Silencing equipment would be utilised 
from the 15th April to the 31st September, 
from 12 midnight to 5pm inclusive. 
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the 
Council will be held on Monday 11th March 
2019, 7.30pm at Marloes Village Hall.  Com-
munity residents of Marloes &St. Brides are 
very welcome to attend, and may speak at the 
invitation of the Chairman.       
See www.marloes.org.uk for further Community 
information;  minutes of the Community Council 
meetings after they are approved, and also 
previous copies of Peninsula Papers (excluding 
adverts).   

Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  

Dale Community Council 
 

Dale  -  Volunteer   
Work  Party  

* 
*************************************************************** 

Saturday  23  March.   10 am. 

Meet  outside  the  hall. 

Come and help tidy up  

your village! 
******************************************************************** 

Lunchtime cawl available in the Yacht 
Club at a reduced rate for volunteers. 



WALWYN’S CASTLE  
 

April 4th Musical evening at St James The Great church, Walwyns Castle  at 8 pm .  
 

Featuring Tenby Male voice choir, Peninsula singers and more. Entry £8.00. 

Followed by light refreshments in the village hall .  Call Jane on 01437 781 575 or Kate on 

01437 781 270 for more details  

 

God King and Country project. 

We are currently collating information and  material  for our  printed and on line history 

showing the effects of the wars on shaping our rural area today. If anyone has photos from 

farms or agriculture in the peninsula  between 1910 to the present, which can help us show 

how farming and rural life has changed in the area since the First World War, or old maps, 

records of people in working in domestic service and farm  labour in the area etc at this 

time, we would  really appreciate being able to utilise them in our research and presenta-

tion . 

Please email myself, Kate on email katewoodfarm@btinternet.com, or items can be 

dropped at Silver Hill Kennels in Walwyns Castle with Alison Boyle. 

There will be a trip to the Archive centre in Haverfordwest on Saturday March 2nd to do 

further research together . For further details please email on the address above or call 

01437 781 270. 

God King and Country is a Heritage Lottery Funded project awarded through the First 

World War  ‘Then and Now ' programme. 
 

A date for the diary: 

St James The Great Walwyns Castle Easter Vestry meeting, Thursday April 11th, 7.30 

pm  in the village hall. 

As part of the process of receiving our Enhancing Pembrokeshire grant Peninsula 

Papers/ Papurau Penrhyn is required to take a more proactive aproach to the 

Welsh language. Hence we now have a bilingual front page and the text below 

(for those of you who don’t speak Welsh) asks for contributions in the Welsh 

Language.  
 

Croeso i’n darllenwyr Cymraeg ni i ‘Papurau Penrhyn’. Hoffen ni eich 

atgoffa chi fod ein holl ddefnydd printeidig ni wedi eu hanfon gan 

aelodau’r gymuned rydyn ni’n ei gwasanaethu. Tan nawr, dydyn ni ddim 

wedi derbyn unryhw erthyglau Cymraeg! Baswn ni’n croesawu erthyglau 

byr, cerddi neu gyhoeddiadau yn y Gymraeg oddi wrthoch chi. Os oes 

unrhyw erthyglau gyda chi yr hoffech chi eu cyflwyno, allech chi eu 

hanfon nhw er mwyn eu hystyried, cyn 15fed o’r mis, i 

PenPapersPembs@gmail.com . Rydyn ni’n edrych ymlaen at glywed oddi 

wrthoch chi. 



 
MARCH 
Fri   1 1930  St David’s Day Cawl Supper, Walwyn's Castle  
     Village Hall (see advert) 
Fri    1 1900 St David’s Day Supper, Coronation Hall Dale 
Sun  3 0945 St David’s Beach Clean, Marloes Sands, meet at the car park 
Mon  4 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Mon  4 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Tue  5 1930 Dale WI Business Meeting, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Wed  6 2000 Walwyn’s Castle Community Council, Village Hall, Walwyn’s Castle 
Sun 10 1430 Snowdrop Tea, St Ishmael’s Church 
Mon 11 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Tue 12 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Mon 18 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall 
Tue 19 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Tue 19 1930 Dale WI, “Deepest Darkest Peru” by Rosemary Royle, Jubilee     
     Suite, Dale 
Thu 21 1900 DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Fri  22 1930 DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sat 23 1000 Dale Community Council “Volunteer Work Party Day” 
Sat 23 1930 DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall 
Sat 23   Symphonica Tywi at Queen Elizabeth High School in Johnstown, Carms  
Mon 25 1930 Coastlands HG, HMS Harrier by Pam Haines, Dale Coronation Hall 
Tue 26 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Tue 26 1930 Mother Union, The importance of Meditation, Marloes Village Hall 
Wed 27 1900 Dale Fort “Start of Season” drinks (see advert for booking) 
 
APRIL 
Tue  2 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Thu  4 2000 Musical evening at St James The Great church, Walwyns Castle   
Tue  9 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Tue  9 1030 Tai Chi Taster Session, Coronation Hall, Dale (see advert) 
Wed 10 1900 Tai Chi Taster Session, Coronation Hall, Dale (see advert) 
Tue 16 1200 “Lent Lunch”, Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Thu 11 1930 St James the Great Walwyn's Castle Easter Vestry Meeting, Village   
     Hall 
Sat 27 0800 onwards Endurancelife Trail running event along coast 

March DiaryMarch DiaryMarch DiaryMarch Diary    

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events  
for inclusion in the diary.  

Please also see the adverts for The Brook, The Griffin 

and the Sports & Social Club for the many other events 
which are too numerous to mention above.  
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Please note that the Services Grid 

has been “turned round” this 

month - which version do you 

prefer? 



Full programme : 
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk 

 

7TH MARCH  LOVELESS  2017  RUSSIA  Dir: 
Andrey Zvyagintsev Lang: Russian 127 
mins 
A couple in a divorce dispute must team up 
to find their son who has disappeared. 
14TH MARCH  HOTEL SALVATION 2016  
INDIA  Dir: Subhashish Bhutiani    Lang: 
Indian  102 mins 
Faced with his father's untimely and bizarre 
demand to go and die in the holy city of 
Varanasi and attain Salvation, a son is left 
with no choice but to embark on this jour-
ney. 
21ST MARCH  CHILDREN OF HEAVEN  

1995 IRAN  Dir: Majid Majidi    Lang: 
Persian   89 mins 
After a boy loses his sister's pair of shoes, he 
goes on a series of adventures in order to 
find them. When he can't, he tries a new 
way to "win" a new pair. 
 

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50 

Show starts 7.30 pm  Bar opens 6.45pm 

Merlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin TheatreMerlin Theatre    
Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire Pembrokeshire     

CollegeCollegeCollegeCollege    

Friday March 1st  

ST DAVID’S DAY CAWL SUPPER 
At Walwyn's Castle village hall  

starting at 7.30 pm. 
 

Adults £7.50, children £4.50 (primary school age ) 

Call Wendy on 01437 781 342 to book. 

Last day for booking Tuesday February 26th  
 

Choice of home made cawls, breads, cheese and  Welsh cakes  

Please let us know of any dietary requirements on booking . 

Bring your own tipple and glass 
 

"Croeso Cynnes i pawb " 

 

 

 

 

 

Start of Season Drinks 

Wednesday 27
th

 March at 

7pm - 9pm 
 

We would like to invite our neighbours for 

an evening get together, it doesn’t ma=er 

if you know us well or whether you want 

to come and explore the fort!  There will 

be a free glass of sparkling wine/fruit juice 

on arrival, our bar will be open to pur-

chase further drinks and snacks will be 

available. Booking is essen5al through 

Eventbrite h1ps://bit.ly/2E6j0H4. 

Or ring the fort on 01646 636205 . 
 

We hope to see you and wish you all an 

amazing 2019 season! 



COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP  

At the end of February, we will have had a talk by our old friend David Saunders, a previ-
ous Warden on Skomer, discussing “The Grassholm Saga”. David and his family lived in 
Marloes when not on the island so is well known by many locally.  By now, we will know 
what “Saga” David meant!  

The programme for 2019 is now out and ready for all who join or rejoin this year. Mem-
bership remains the same - £5.00 a year, all are most welcome to join. Our talks are 
usually open to all, but some are members only if space is limited, and as a member you 
would be able to attend some extra events only available to the membership.  

Our next talk will be held on Monday 25th March at Dale Coronation Hall starting at 
7.30pm when Pam Haines will talk about HMS Harrier.   

This will whet your appetite for our opening exhibition “Harrier Years - Radar at Kete.” 
The exhibition, starting on the 25th April will show what took place at HMS Harrier, Kete.    
Situated on the way to St. Ann’s Head from Dale, Kete was the Royal Naval Training 
Establishment for Radar and Meteorology.  From 1944 to 1961 many were trained there, 
including some famous names, and local people from Dale and other places in Pembroke-
shire served in various capacities as civilians. If you have any recollections /memorabilia 
that you think might be of interest to us please do make contact as we would love to see 
or hear about them. We never keep originals - photos we take copies of, and items for 
display we log so we know where they came from. So please be in touch.  

The Old Stables Heritage Centre, South Street, Dale is open each Thursday from 10am -
12 noon as stated in the separate advert. 

For more details please contact Yvonne 636251 or Margaret 636295 or any of the other 
trustees.   



Social & Film Evenings 

Winter – Spring Season 
Great Monday Night Out 

Dale Coronation Hall 

Refreshments from 7pm   Films start 7.30pm  

Free Admission - Refreshments  

Donations Welcome 

FILMS TO BE SHOWN 

04 March 1952 Western with Gary Cooper as a 

Marshall torn between love and duty. 

18 March 1952 Crime drama with Marlon Brando 

as docker drawn into mob violence. 

01 April 1987 Rom Com based on Cyrano de 

Bergerac starring Steve Martin. 

Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to 

our mailing list. 

St James Church, Dale, present: 

St David’s Day Supper on Friday March 1
st

 
Featuring Dave Owen 

 Corona5on Hall, Dale at 

7.00 pm. 

£8.00 / head. Under 12’s 

£5.00. 
Bring your own bo=le.         Tickets from Mil, 636671 

WATER BILLS 

Do you, or someone you know, have difficulty paying your water bills?  

There is some useful information on this web page https://www.ccwater.org.uk/wp

-content/uploads/2015/03/Information-note-for-water-customers-struggling-to-

pay.pdf. 

As this is a huge amount to type you can also try Googling “struggle water bills 

Wales” which will find some useful links.  



Dale WI 
 

Members were pleased to welcome guests at the Crochet Workshop on the 19th Febru-
ary.  We were grateful to Jackie Wetton for her guidance on the basis stitches to be 
used. More practice will be needed to make a blanket, but we have made a start in 
learning a new skill. Dale WI members have this month decorated one window at WI 
House in Prendergast, Haverfordwest, with the Chinese New Year as their theme.  The 
usual Business/Social meeting will be held on Tuesday 5th March at the Jubilee Suite, Dale 
Hall.  On Tuesday 19th March, Rosemary Royle will be giving an illustrated talk on the 
Darkest Depths of Peru – no doubt there will be plenty of birdlife and excellent photog-
raphy as usual – an evening not to be missed.  On the following evening, some members 
will attend the Cleddau Group Spring meeting in Milford Haven hosted by Milford WI. 
This event is a joint event for seven institutes in the area – opportunity to network and 
share information on speakers and places to visit.   
New and previous members will be very welcome to attend our meetings.  Transport 
from nearby villages can be arranged. In 2021, we will be celebrating the 100th Anniver-
sary of the founding of the Institute.  Why not be part of the planning for the celebra-
tions.       
 

For further information please contact Yvonne Evans on 01646 636251 

THANKS 

AND GRANT 

APPLICATION UPDATE 

Thanks to all who donated prizes for our Bingo - Kath & Tony – The Boathouse Café, 

Mark & Georgie – Seafood, Chris & Shelley – Coco’s,  Simon & Sian – The Griffin, 

John Reynolds – Dale Sailing, Ka5e, Fran & Dan, Nia & Fil, John Bramley, Sarah 

Hopkins, Folly Farm, the Blue Lagoon, Tesco (Milford Haven), Boots, and Vincent 

Davies. 

Thanks also to Simon for the beer, Andrea for helping out in the kitchen all evening 

and lots and lots of thanks to our wonderful Curry Chefs/Bingo Callers - Mrs Brown 

and her capable assistant, Wendy. 

It was great to see you all there and especially our visitors from St Ishmaels and 

Marloes. 

Thank you for suppor5ng us and we hope you enjoyed the evening. 

WE RAISED £300! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

ENHANCING PEMBROKESHIRE GRANT  

We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in our grant applica-

5on.  Unfortunately as the process has been very lengthy we will not be in a posi5on 

to set up our ac5vi5es un5l the autumn. 

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR VIEWS ABOUT OUR ‘GET-TOGETHERS’ SO WE WILL BE 

CONTACTING YOU OVER THE NEXT COUPLE OF MONTHS FOR IDEAS. 



 

 

 

 

 

WWAG was set up a couple of years ago.  Working alongside West Wales 

Watersports, local educators and Dale Fort, WWAG provides opportunities 

for local young people and adults to take part in fun outdoor activities.  

We are now in a position to open up membership to individuals - young peo-

ple, adults and families.  We have a wide range of equipment, dinghies, ca-

noes and sailing gear which members of WWAG are entitled to hire at very 

reasonable rates.  Members can also benefit from organised activities and 

clubs. 

Membership is open to all – Adults - £10, Children - £7.50 and Families - 

£20 per annum.  If you would like to join or if you are interested in more 

information about our group activities contact Sue Twidale on 07710 943 

665 or info@wwag.wales.  

We will be holding an Open Day on 18th May – keep a lookout for more infor-

mation in next month’s PP! 

WEST WALES 

Activities Group 

(WWAG) 

 

trail-running event 27th April 2019 
 

The route varies depending on the actual 
run (10k, half marathon, marathon) but the 
marathon route, which includes the other 
routes is shown here. Parts of the event 
take place on roads and this may cause 
some inconvenience to road users.  
 

The routes have regular signage to direct 
the runners. The signs are shaped like the 
Endurancelife logo – two small white 
arrows on a red background. Local resi-
dents have often wondered what the signs 
were for and if they would be removed 
after the event. The answer is yes - the 
entire course is swept twice to ensure 
removal of signs, once immediately after 
the event on Saturday and once on Sunday 
to ensure the routes are clear. All the signs have contact details on them.  



The Old Stables Heritage Centre 

WINTER OPENING 

 

****** THURSDAY ***** 

 

10.00am -12 noon. 
 

 

If you wish to visit The Heritage  

Centre at any other time please     

contact Margaret 636295. 

H 
averfordwest and Milford Haven British Heart Foundation fund rais-
ing committee are holding their annual Charity Lunch on Sunday March 

17th 12.30pm for 1.00pm at the Beggars Reach Hotel, Burton 

Speaker Gareth Lewis LLB (Deputy Coroner, Pembrokeshire and  
Carmarthenshire) 

Tickets £22.00 can be purchased from Alan Carrington contact 07770475978 
closing date 12th March.  

Please feel free to invite friends and family to join you 

 

Note that there are two new Defibrillator Locations: 
Walwyns Castle defibrillator to be found by the entrance door of the village hall.  
Tiers Cross defibrillator location by the Office door of Stoddard's Tyres.  

 

 

 

 

This acclaimed and popular symphony orchestra, under the baton of its founder Michael 

Cottam, is celebrating its twenty-fifth year of presenting many stellar concerts around 

South and South West Wales. In the Queen Elizabeth High School in Johnstown, Carmar-

then on March 23rd, there is a performance of Dvorak’s “New World Symphony,” together 

with the exhilarating “1812 Overture” by Tchaikovsky. Completing the evening will be the 

delightful “Vocalise“ for violin and orchestra by Rachmaninov. Returning once again from 

his desk in the London Symphony Orchestra to lead Symphonica Tywi, this is performed 

by the orchestra’s own Rhys Watkins.  

 

Tickets for this exciting celebration concert are priced at £12 (£10 Concessionary and 

children under 14 free) and are available from the Mace Stores in Llangadog or can be 

reserved by contacting the Ticketline on 07886 130208 or by email at mikecot-

tam@hotmail.com   

Symphonica Tywi 



 

Group Usual day/time Where Contact 

Dale WI 
1st & 3rd Tues 
7:30 Jub, Dale Harriet Bishop 636668 

Peninsula Songsters Tues 7:30 MV Hall Emma Halls 636932 

Tai Chi Class Mon 5:30 MV Hall Glenys Cullen 636257 

Welcome Club - Over 60 Wed pm MV Hall Vi Parsons 636380 

Mothers Union 2nd Tues MV Hall Bridget Lister 636274 

Coastlands History Grp See Diary Various Harriet Bishop 636668 

Table Tennis  Thurs evenings DC Hall Anne Meeke 636716 

Bowls Tues evenings DC Hall Cath Gandee 636492 

Social and Film evenings 

Mon evenings 
Oct - March DC Hall 

Rosemary Mecklenburgh 
636463 

Little Nippers Mon 1:30 - 3:00 School Alison Thomas 693838 

Quilting Group Mon 2:00 - 4:30 Jub, Dale Carol Cawley 636447 

Local Community Groups with regular meetings 

Please let the editor have any comments or amendments to this list. 

News From NCI      Wooltack Point    Coastwatch 

We just couldn’t keep it quiet. We felt we had to share our 
news with you. Wooltack Point Coastwatch is 10 years old 
this spring! Founded in April 2009, our station celebrates TEN 
years of watching and listening for the safety of sea-going craft 
and vessels (as well as walkers) that enjoy this special coast-

line. Quite an achievement for us volunteers. 

AND 

As if that were not enough, the innovative fundraising event, NIGHTWATCH, that 
we carried out last year raised enough funds to enable us to undertake essential 

repairs to the outside of the station later this spring. 

And there’s more!  

We, at Wooltack have provided a QR Code to make giving easi-
er. It’s rather special because it directs the user to our donation 
page on the BT MyDonate website. You will find it at the station 

in the Deer Park, and on our brochures which 

is another good news item 

Several of our volunteer colleagues have worked to produce a new colourful 
brochure which outlines all the work we do. Pick one up at the station. 

Please support us, visit us and talk to us. 

NCI COASTWATCH. WOOLTACK POINT 

“The eyes and ears along the coast”. 



Wrens and HumansWrens and HumansWrens and HumansWrens and Humans    
You may remember that last month I wrote about wrens, and 
about the fact that many people claim never to have seen 
one?  

In times gone past this would never have been true as wrens 
have quite a close relationship with man. They are one of the 
few birds which do not panic inside a shed or garage, and 
even when they get trapped in our conservatory they just 
poke around in the corners looking for dead flies until they find their way out. This 
affection for buildings also extends to using them for roosting sites. We have a friend 
who lives in a remote and rather primitive cottage in the Preselis, and he shares his 
home with about 20 wrens on cold winter nights. I have images of them perched in 
rows on the back of chairs but I suspect that they are actually in the log basket and 
behind the curtains! And, no, I have no idea how they get in and out! 

They also often nest inside buildings – we have a regular nesting wren in our pum-
phouse. The nest is a beautiful oval mossy construction with an entrance in the side. It 
is often crammed into a cavity in the side of a tree or bank, or on a suitable ledge in 
some ivy, or in an old bird’s nest (our pumphouse wren once built its nest up high in a 
old swallows nest) or in a logpile. The usual nest site in our pumphouse is a circular 
indentation in the wall, which the wren packs with moss. They have a number of ways 
of getting in and out of the building including one high up in the eaves which they use to 
slip away when humans get too intrusive! 

Not all wren nests are used for breeding – the male will often build several nests and 
the female chooses which one to use for laying her eggs, at which stage she finishes off 
the construction with a soft lining. Both adults feed the young birds - hard work for the 
male as he may have several females with nests in his territory! A female wren will lay 
up to 9 eggs, and this large clutch size means they can bounce back after cold winters, in 
which many wrens perish.  

Another mark of people’s past affection for wrens is that they have a nickname - Jenny 
Wren - and that they appeared on the reverse of the farthing coin (which I suspect 
many of my readers will still remember!) 

There is a considerable amount of folklore concerning wrens – most of these concern 
“Hunting the Wren”. This takes place on 26 December, St. Stephen's Day, in a number 
of countries across Europe. There appears to be absolutely no consensus at all as to 
where this custom came from and why it is so widespread!  

Apparently “Hunting the Wren” has been carried out in Pembrokeshire in the past – I 
have found this reference:  “As the name suggests, Hela'r Dryw or ‘Hunting the Wren’ 
perhaps isn’t the nicest of Christmas rituals. An ancient Celtic custom, it took place 
anywhere between Boxing Day and Twelfth Night and featured a hapless wren that had 
either been captured, or if it was really unlucky, killed. The wren was said to bring good 
luck and would be taken from door to door in a box or cage. An offering of food, drink, 
money (or all three) in return for a look at the bird was sure to bring luck into your 
home. A lucky tradition for the villagers but often not so lucky for the wren.” 

Rosemary Royle 



Gruffalo Trail 
 
39 young Wildlife Watchers met at 
Dale Fort to make their mouse 
masks in preparation for the trail.  
 
We then headed into the woodland behind Castlebeach. On the trail we met the fox, 
owl, snake, and the Gruffalo.  
 
We also learnt how far away a fox can hear from (35m!), as well as how camouflage 
works when hunting. 
 
Next month the meeting will be on Saturday 9th March at Dale Fort at 2pm for a 
Commotion in the Ocean themed Rockpooling session at Castlebeach. 
  
For more information about the group, visit the Dale Fort Watch Group webpage - 
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/watchgroups/dale-fort. To book a place please see our 
Facebook page or contact Dale Fort Field Centre on 01646 636 205 or email 
ea.df@field-studies-council.org  

ST ISHMAELS SPORTS CLUB 
 

The Sports Club was the venue chosen by Mrs. Pauline Reynolds to celebrate her 60th 

birthday.  The party was a great success and was accompanied by excellent music.   

  On Saturday March 30th the club will be hosting a hypnotic experience not to be missed 

with well-known hypnotist Rod Stevens appearing on stage.  Glyn Thomas’s Disco will 

also be performing.  Come along and enjoy a fun evening.  Tickets are available at the 

club and cost £7.00 each. 

  On Tuesday April 9th Coastlands School PTA will be holding an Easter Bingo Evening 

at the Sports Club, beginning at 6.30pm.  Please keep an eye out for posters advertising 

the event.   

  On Easter Sunday (April 21st) there will be an Easter Egg Hunt at the Sports Club. 

  The final matches of the football season are approaching and the teams will soon be 

starting their practice nights.  For further details please phone Mrs. Wendy Bradshaw or 

The Sports Club.   

  The Tuesday weekly membership draw stands at £200. 

A date for your diary:   

The St. Ishmaels Carnival will be held this year on 20th July. 



The Welsh harp, and the Crwth 
 
Wales has long been associated with harps; Welsh harpist Charles Evans was appointed his 
Majesty’s harper for the Italian harp in 1660.  The triple harp originated in Italy in the 16th 
century, and the triple Welsh harp as we know it emerged in Wales in the late 18th centu-
ry.  It consists of two outer rows of identical diatonic strings, the white keys on a piano, 
and a third set of chromatic strings, the black keys, between them. These strings are off set 
to permit the harpist to reach past the outer row and pluck an inner string if a chromatic 
note is needed.  The original Welsh harp was single stringed and had brays, wooden pins at 
the base of the strings, positioned so the strings buzzed against them as they vibrated.   
In Wales harping was an aural tradition, the Robert ap Huw manuscript, named after its 
writer, a harper from Anglesey, was compiled in around 1613.  All the compositions date 
from 1340–1500, a remarkable retrospective, perhaps to capture music which was becom-
ing unfashionable. The ordinances for the annual eisteddfodau, drawn up in 1523 in the 
Statute of Gruffudd ap Cynan, set out the repertoire that harpists and crwth players were 
required to memorise for their bardic degrees.   
 
The crwth is a bowed lyre and crwth competitions were con-
tested in the first recorded eisteddfod, held by Lord Rhys at 
Cardigan Castle in 1176. The crwth has six strings: four above 
the fingerboard to be played with the bow, and two to the left, 
to be plucked by the thumb.  It has a flat bridge, meaning that 
all four strings are played together.  Originally the strings were 
horsehair as well as the bow and would have made a buzzy 
sound. The harp and the crwth were played for art music and 
had wealthy, important patrons, but the crwth played fast is 
good for dance music too.  The more technically sophisticated 
triple harp and the violin superseded both instruments. You 
need to listen afresh to appreciate the crwth, which has a 
charm of its own and fortunately there is a crwth revival and 
trac and CLERA provide crwth and harp workshops and events. 
 
RP 

 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Farmhouse style  

extending table.  Pine.  Old. 

Measures 44” x 35”.  Extends 

to  80”  

Local.  Telephone 01437 

781571.  Or e mail.  

buzzer4@icloud.com 

Photo supplied if required 

CAR SEAT WANTED 

Has anyone a child's car 

seat they do not need 

anymore - for 3yr on-

wards. Contact Judy 

Courie 01646636427 
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